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D.I.V.O.R.C.E.   Becomes Final Today   
…made famous by Tammy Wynette. Wynette's version was a number one country hit in 1968 

I DON’T Want to Play House  

….In 1967, the song was Tammy Wynette's first number one country song as a solo artist 

 

What Malachi said about Divorce is true, It does violence to the family. 

 
GOD OF ISRAEL SAYS THAT HE HATES DIVORCE 

Malachi 2:15-16 NKJV  But did He not make them one, Having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He 
seeks godly offspring. "Therefore take heed to your spirit, And let none deal treacherously with the wife 
of his youth.  (16)  "For the LORD God of Israel says That He hates divorce,  

Why? 

For it covers one's garment with violence," Says the LORD of hosts. Therefore take heed to your spirit, 
That you do not deal treacherously." 
 

It was not so from the beginning.  It destroys the Image of God that was set in motion in the garden. 
It destroys families, men, women, children, villages, communities and creates violence.  It was never in the divine plan 
before sin that the Sons of Adam and the Daughters of Eve should end their relationships in such a way.  D I V O R C E 
was not the original plan!  We should fight for our marriages as best we can.  But where two are involved we can only do 
the part of one, my part.  We cannot control the other.  It Happens.  This is not the unpardonable sin.  There is Grace 
available to all.  Perhaps this is why God instructed Moses to get it in writing so the innocent could find grace among men, 
even though men still are often cruel.  God is still in love with His people and He who had been divorced by Israel will find 
a Bride in His church.  There is much pain in life.  There is much Grace in Christ.  Sin is destroying us all.  Jesus Christ 
the Lord of Glory has paid for all sin on that Cross, in that Grave and proved it to us when He Rose above it all.  We are 
free in Christ to find His Grace for this life.  Trust Him.      M. T.  KJR   

 

WHAT DID PAUL SAY UNDER INSPIRATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
…as recorded in the New Testament. 

1 Corinthians 7:1-40 NKJV   

IT TAKES TWO TO MAKE IT WORK… BOTH INDIVIDUALS MUST PARTICIPATE 
Now concerning the things of which you wrote to me: It is good for a man not to touch a 
woman.  (2)  Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let each man have his own wife, and let 
each woman have her own husband.  (3)  Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, 
and likewise also the wife to her husband.  (4)  The wife does not have authority over her own body, but 
the husband does. And likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife 
does.  (5)  Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to 
fasting and prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of 
self-control.  (6)  But I say this as a concession, not as a commandment.  (7)  For I wish that all men 
were even as I myself. But each one has his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that.   

THE COUPLE SHOULD MARRY  
If this were one sided it would be ugly for the partner. 

(8)  But I say to the unmarried and to the widows: It is good for them if they remain even as I 
am;  (9)  but if they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better to marry than to burn 
with passion.   

 

STAY MARRIED, BE RECONCILED! 
(10)  Now to the married I command, yet not I but the Lord:  

A wife is not to depart from her husband.  (11)  But even if she does depart, let her remain 
unmarried or be reconciled to her husband.  

And a husband is not to divorce his wife.   

 

 



2 
 

MIXED MARRIAGES, ONE IS A BELIEVER 
(12)  But to the rest I, not the Lord, say: If any brother has a wife who does not believe, and she is 
willing to live with him, let him not divorce her.  (13)  And a woman who has a husband who does not 
believe, if he is willing to live with her, let her not divorce him.  (14)  For the unbelieving husband is 
sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband; otherwise your children 
would be unclean, but now they are holy.  (15)  But if the unbeliever departs, let him depart; a brother 
or a sister is not under bondage in such cases. But God has called us to peace.   

(16)  For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O 
husband, whether you will save your wife?   

Which is the right interpretation? We find it impossible to decide definitely. It does seem to us that the Lord taught in Mat_19:9 that 
divorce is permitted where one party has been guilty of unfaithfulness (adultery). We believe that in such a case, the innocent party is free 
to remarry. As far as 1Co_7:15 is concerned, we cannot be positive that it permits divorce and remarriage where an unbeliever has 
deserted his Christian partner. However, anyone who is guilty of this form of desertion will almost inevitably enter into a new relationship 
very soon, and thus the original union will be broken anyway. J. M. Davies writes: 

The unbeliever who departs would very soon be married to another, which would automatically break the marriage bond. To 
insist that the deserted party remain unmarried would put a yoke upon him/her which in the majority of cases, they would not 
be able to bear.      Believers Bible Commentary 

 

STAY THE COURSE AS YOU WERE SAVED 
Live with in your cultural condition as a Christian. 

(17)  But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each one, so let him walk. And so I 
ordain in all the churches.  (18)  Was anyone called while circumcised? Let him not become 
uncircumcised. Was anyone called while uncircumcised? Let him not be circumcised.  (19)  Circumcision 
is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing, but keeping the commandments of God is what 
matters.  (20)  Let each one remain in the same calling in which he was called.  (21)  Were you 
called while a slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be made free, rather use it.  (22)  For 
he who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lord's freedman. Likewise he who is called while free is 
Christ's slave.  (23)  You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.  (24)  Brethren, let each 
one remain with God in that state in which he was called.   

 

STAY MARRIED, FOCUS ON THE GOSPEL, 
not so much each other, time is short. 

(25)  Now concerning virgins: I have no commandment from the Lord; yet I give judgment as one whom 
the Lord in His mercy has made trustworthy.  (26)  I suppose therefore that this is good because of the 
present distress—that it is good for a man to remain as he is:   

(27)  Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be loosed.  

Are you loosed from a wife? Do not seek a wife.  (28)  But even if you do marry, you have 
not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. Nevertheless such will have trouble in the flesh, 
but I would spare you.  (29)  But this I say, brethren, the time is short, so that from now on even those 
who have wives should be as though they had none,  (30)  those who weep as though they did not weep, 
those who rejoice as though they did not rejoice, those who buy as though they did not 
possess,  (31)  and those who use this world as not misusing it. For the form of this world is passing 
away.   

 

SINGLE IS GOOD, BUT IT IS NOT A LEASH OF LAW. 
(32)  But I want you to be without care. He who is unmarried cares for the things of the Lord—how he 
may please the Lord.   

(33)  But he who is married cares about the things of the world—how he may please his 
wife.  (34)  There is a difference between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman cares about the 
things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit.  

But she who is married cares about the things of the world—how she may please her 
husband.   

(35)  And this I say for your own profit, not that I may put a leash on you, but for what is proper, and 
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that you may serve the Lord without distraction.  (36)  But if any man thinks he is behaving improperly 
toward his virgin, if she is past the flower of youth, and thus it must be, let him do what he wishes. He 
does not sin; let them marry.  (37)  Nevertheless he who stands steadfast in his heart, having no 
necessity, but has power over his own will, and has so determined in his heart that he will keep his 
virgin, does well.  (38)  So then he who gives her in marriage does well, but he who does not give her in 
marriage does better.  

 

UNLESS HE / SHE DIES, YOU ARE MARRIED 
(39)  A wife is bound by law as long as her husband lives; but if her husband dies, she is at liberty 
to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.  (40)  But she is happier if she remains as she is, 
according to my judgment—and I think I also have the Spirit of God. 

UNTIL DEATH WE DO PART… 
Romans 7:1-3 NKJV  Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the 
law has dominion over a man as long as he lives?   

 (2)  For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But 
if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband.  (3)  So then if, while her husband lives, 
she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that 
law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man.   

 
THE CREATION, THE IMAGE OF GOD 

Genesis 1:27-28 NKJV  So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them.  (28)  Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

 
ONE FLESH 

Genesis 2:21-25 NKJV  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He 
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.  (22)  Then the rib which the LORD God had 
taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.  (23)  And Adam said: "This is 
now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of 
Man."  (24)  Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh.  (25)  And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not 
ashamed. 

 

THE COMMANDMENT 
Exodus 20:14 NKJV  "You shall not commit adultery. 

 
 

THE GOSPEL QUESTION 
Matthew 5:27-32 NKJV   

"You have heard that it was said to those of old, ' 

YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY.'   

(28)  But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart.  (29)  If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more 
profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into 
hell.  (30)  And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more 
profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.   

(31)  "Furthermore it has been said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce.'  (32)  But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality 
causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery. 

 
DEATH PENALTY 

Lev 20:10  'The man who commits adultery with another man's wife, he who commits adultery with his 
neighbor's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress, shall surely be put to death.   Compare Duet 
22:22 
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IT MUST BE IN WRITING 
Deuteronomy 24:1-4 NKJV,  more in Duet 22 also 

"When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he 
has found some uncleanness in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, 
and sends her out of his house,   

2ND MARRIAGE ENDS BY DEATH OR DIVORCE 
(2)  when she has departed from his house, and goes and becomes another man's wife,   

(3)  if the latter husband detests her and writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and 
sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her as his wife,   

NO GOING BACKWARDS 
(4)  then her former husband who divorced her must not take her back to be his wife after she has been 
defiled; for that is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the 
LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance. 

 

ANY REASON? 
Matthew 19:3-12 NKJV   

The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him,  

"Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?"   

 

(4)  And He answered and said to them, 

 "Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning 'MADE THEM MALE AND 
FEMALE,'  (5)  and said, 'FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND 
BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH' ?  (6)  So then, they are no 
longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate."   

 

(7)  They said to Him,  

"Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her away?"   

 

(8)  He said to them,  

"Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so.  (9)  And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, 
and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery."   

1) Do not do it 

2) I did not design it this way 

3) Immorality carries a death penalty 

4) Your hard heart could get your wife punished 

5) Write the bill of divorcement if you are planning ‘any reason!’ 

M. T.  KJR 

Maybe we should not get married? 

(10)  His disciples said to Him, "If such is the case of the man with his wife, it is better not to marry."   

 

(11)  But He said to them, "All cannot accept this saying, but only those to whom it has been 
given:  (12)  For there are eunuchs who were born thus from their mother's womb, and there are 
eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs 
for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He who is able to accept it, let him accept it." 

 

SADDUCEES VS THE PHARISEES, TEST QUESTION 
Sadducees could trace their Priesthood back to King David’s days, Hellenist, Roman, Epicurean, worldly, here and 

now pleasure seekers, no pain, Tranquility, upper class, no resurrection… 
VS 

Pharisees could trace their priesthood to the days of Ezra, Jewish Law, Oral traditions, avoid captivity by doing the 
law correctly, separated ones, separated from society, separated from common people, they were middle class, holier 

than all, resurrection… 
  

Mark 10:2-12 NKJV  The Pharisees came and asked Him, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" 
testing Him.  (3)  And He answered and said to them, "What did Moses command you?"  (4)  They 
said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce, and to dismiss her."  (5)  And Jesus 
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answered and said to them, "Because of the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept.  (6)  But 
from the beginning of the creation, God 'MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE.'  (7)  'FOR THIS REASON A 
MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE,  (8)  AND THE TWO SHALL 
BECOME ONE FLESH'; so then they are no longer two, but one flesh.  (9)  Therefore what God has joined 
together, let not man separate."  (10)  In the house His disciples also asked Him again about the same 
matter.  (11)  So He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery 
against her.  (12)  And if a woman divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery." 

It would not surprise me to find out some day, in heaven, that shortly after this encounter these religious men went out and caught the 
“woman” in the act as described in John 8.  The Pharisees really wanted Jesus to start a riot over the punishment and renunciation of 
Hellenistic Jews and the Romans practices of open divorce with no paperwork required.  It had/was becoming a no-fault program, divorce 
on departure, sort of giving and taking in marriage simply by changing addresses.  M. T. KJR   
 

 Sexual Immorality is grounds for divorce. 
Try to work it out. 
 
Abandonment by a non-believer. 
Try to work it out. 
 

 Abandonment usually leads to Sexual Immorality. 
 Try to work it out. 
 
 It takes two to destroy a marriage / not always so. 

Try to work it out. 
 
Often someone is a victim of another’s sins. 
Try to work it out. 
 

 People do things before conversion or knowledge of the truth and disaster follows. 
 Again, we should do what we can to try to work it out. 
 
 Having said all of this, it takes two people working together to ‘work it out!”  
 That does not always work. 
 Divorce is not the unpardonable sin. 
 Divorce is violent 
 Divorce hurts many people and has long reaching painful consequences. 
 Get it in writing and move on with Christ’s forgiveness and grace.  

Show forgiveness and grace to all, for the sake of all, involved even if it is difficult.  
 
 Know this that Christ died for all sin. 

We have all sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
 There are no second-class Christian in Jesus Christ.  
         M. T. KJR 
 
 
So, 
These are not easy issues.  I may not have it all sorted out correctly so let’s talk more if you have questions.  We may 
learn some things together.  
Thanks,  
 
Karl 
karlrewa@gmail.com 

 


